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As the morning broke and the sun rose in Lake Akan Japan, it was my first view of the country, having
flown through Tokyo in the night and unable to sce anything outside other than whar the headlights
of my car illuminated. The view of Mount Oakan towering over Lake Akan on a blue-sky day was one
of the most beauriful scenes of my career in adventure travel.

Tsuruga Hotels was the company that brought me to Hokkaido to speak about adventure travel and
think about strategies for the region and the country. To say thar Tsuruga is an important pare of the
modern history of adventure travel (AT) in Japan is to understate the reality. Tsuruga's vision, birthed
in true understanding of AT, was from the Adventure Travel Trade Association’s (ATTA) view- the real

start in Japan,

I believe Tsuruga has done an incredible job bringing together a very wide range of stakeholders in the
Japanese and specifically Hokkaido rourism universe. Governmental agencies, private companies,
universities, media and international buyers and individuals are all a part of this web of connecrivity
and it is a massive undertaking. We at the ATTA are honored to have been a part of this modern
birthing of AT in Hokkaide and could not imagine a berter partner.

It has been our honor to work closely with the Tsuruga team in this journey that started a few years
ago and we believe that Tsuruga will continue to hold the torch high to let visitors know both from
Japan and internationally that AT will be a rourism type that will continue to protect the most
important and valuable aspects of any destination- the nature and culture. And we believe thar
Tsuruga will go down in history as being the pioneers that Japan needed. 70 years is an amazing

accomplishment and we celebrate with you as you mark this ineredible milestone!

Shannon Stowell, CEQ Adventure Travel Trade Associarion
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